
The TASC Argumentative Essay - Writing as a Process* 
 

 
For part of the TASC writing test, you’ll need to write an essay based on one or two reading passages.  A 
writing prompt will ask you to either explain a topic or argue for a side in a debate. You’ll need to use 
information from the readings in your essay.  Students will have 50 minutes to complete their response.  TASC 
does not ask for a certain number of words or paragraphs. 
 
This handout focuses on the argumentative essay where you will need to take a side in a debate and support 
your position with information from the readings.   
 
It will be easier to write the TASC essay if you follow the process explained in this handout.   A process is a 
method, with a sequence of steps, for doing something.  Many students, worried about time, will often skip 
steps.  However, following these steps will actually save time and help your essay be better organized and 
focused. 
 
Use the five steps (URPWE) below as a process for writing the TASC essay.   

 
U =  Unpack the prompt – What are you being asked to do? 

R =  Read the source material 

P =  Plan the response 

W = Write the response 

E =  Edit the response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Modified from the packet by Steve Schmidt, Adult Basic Skills Professional Development, 
Appalachian State University. 
 
 



 

The TASC Essay Writing Prompt  
 

The directions you need to follow to write the essay are called “the prompt.”   
 

The prompt is usually organized in the following manner: 
 

1) In the first paragraph, the first sentence gives an overview of the topic on which students will write.  
The next two sentences ask questions that frame both sides of the issue.  For example: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2) The second paragraph will give specific instructions for writing the essay.  The standard format is:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3) The rest of the prompt will ask you to read the passages provided.  It will also remind you of important 

aspects to consider when responding:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Before you begin planning and writing, read the two texts:  
 

Text 1 name of passage one 
Text 2 name of passage two 
 
As you read the texts, think about what details from the texts you might use in your argumentative 
essay. You may take notes or highlight the details as you read. 
 

After reading the texts, create a plan for your argumentative essay. Think about ideas, facts, 
definitions, details, and other information and examples you want to use. Think about how you will 
introduce your topic and what the main topic will be for each paragraph. 
 
 Now write your argumentative essay.  Be sure to: 
 

 • Introduce your claim. 

 • Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from the passages. 

 • Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims. 

 • Organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

 • Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the relationships among 
    claims, counter-claims, reasons, and evidence. 
 

 • Establish and maintain a formal style. 

• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

. 

 
There is an ongoing debate in the public domain as to whether free public libraries are still practical in 
today’s world.  What are the implications for society of a “free” public library system?  Has the time come 
for cities to consider requiring patrons to pay a fee to use library services? 
 

 
Weigh claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting either side of the debate in 
which you argue for or against whatever topic is given .  Be sure to use information from both texts in your 
argumentative essay.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



 

Do What? Unpacking Prompts! 
 

When we unpack a prompt, we ask, “What am I supposed to do?”  It is important to understand the prompt to 
make sure you are writing on the correct topic. 
 
The standard format of a TASC writing prompt is: 
 
1. The essay prompt which gives an overview of the issue and specific directions on how to write the essay. 

 
2. A reading passage supporting one side of the issue and a reading passage supporting another side of the 

issue. 
 

Let’s Practice:  (sample) 
 

 

Essay Prompt 
 

There is an ongoing debate in the public domain as to whether free public libraries are still practical in 
today’s world.  What are the implications for society of a “free” public library system?  Has the time come 
for cities to consider requiring patrons to pay a fee to use library services? 
 
Weigh claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting either side of the debate in 
which you argue for or against the free library system.  Be sure to use information from both texts in your 
argumentative essay.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
 

DO (LOOK FOR VERBS) WHAT  

 
  weigh 
 

 
claims 

 
  write 
 

 
argumentative essay 

 
 argue 
 

 
for or against 

 
 use 
 

 
information from the text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Let’s Practice: 
 

 

Essay Prompt 
 

There is an ongoing debate about the use of so many plastic shopping bags in the United States today.  How 
does using so many plastic shopping bags affect the environment?  Is it time to require shoppers to use 
cloth shopping bags? 
 

Weigh claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting either side of the debate in 
which you argue for or against requiring the use of cloth shopping bags.  Be sure to use information from 
both texts in your argumentative essay.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

DO (LOOK FOR VERBS) WHAT  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Let’s Practice: 

 
 

Prompt 
 

There is a debate about using food products like corn to make biofuel for vehicles.  How does using food 
products for fuel affect food prices?  Should we prohibit the use of food products for the production of 
biofuel? 
 

Weigh claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting either side of the debate in 
which you argue for or against using food products for biofuels.  Be sure to use information from both texts 
in your argumentative essay.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

DO (LOOK FOR VERBS) WHAT  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Reliable Evidence?  Think CARBS  
 

As you look at the evidence presented in source documents, consider how reliable it is.  Some things used to 
measure reliability are: 
 
Currency  
 

Is the evidence up to date?  Studies done more recently are usually 
better than ones conducted years ago, especially in science and 
technology.   

 
Authority 
 

Who created the source?  Are they really an expert in this field?  Just 
because someone is well known (actors, singers, sports stars) does not 
make them an expert.   

 
Relevance  
 

Does the evidence specifically relate to the topic being discussed?  Let’s 
look at the following evidence for the following topic: There are great 
health benefits to running. 
 
1.  Running burns many calories 
2.  Running works out the entire body 
3.  Running can help someone lose weight 
4.  Running workout clothes are really fashionable 
5.  Running is great cardiovascular exercise 
 
While number 4 talks about running, it is not relevant since it has nothing to do with running’s health benefits.  
Instead, it focuses on the fashionable styles of some runners.   

 
Bias  
 

Is the evidence from an unbiased source?  Sources such as government agencies and educational institutions 
are usually unbiased.  Look at who funds a study.  For example, if a drug company is funding a study about one 
of its new drugs, we would be surprised if the findings showed that the drug did not work.  We would expect 
the findings to be biased in favor of the company since it paid to have the study done and wants to show that 
its product works.   

 
Specific  
 

Is the evidence specific?  For example, the phrase “two decades of research shows that breathing has positive 
health benefits” is not specific.  We do not know over which two decades the research was done.  Also, 
“several studies have shown that walking is a great way to move from one place to another” is not specific 
either.  We know nothing about the studies so we cannot know if they are current, authoritative, relevant, or 
biased.   
 

 



 

Writing about Reading: What-Why-How Chart 
 
What?  What does the author think about the topic? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WHY? 
These are the author’s reasons  

for thinking this way. 

HOW? 
These are the author’s support, evidence  

and/or examples for each reason. 
Use C A R B S to evaluate the evidence.  

                                                                                                 C 
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                                                                                                R 
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Adapted from GED Testing Service 

 



 

TASC Prompt 1: Minimum Legal Drinking Age  
 

Essay Prompt  
 
There is an ongoing debate in the public domain as to whether speed limits should be lowered across the 
country.  Are lower speed limits an effective way to save gas and lives?  Do lower speed limits take away our 
freedom? 
  
Weigh the claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting either side of the debate in 
which you argue for or against lower speed limits.  Be sure to use information from both texts in your 
argumentative essay.  
  
Before you begin planning and writing, read the two texts: 
 1. The Legal Drinking Age Should be Lowered 
 2. Underage Drinking Kills  
 
As you read the texts, think about what details from the texts you might use in your argumentative essay. You 
may take notes or highlight the details as you read. 
 
After reading the texts, create a plan for your argumentative essay. Think about ideas, facts, definitions, 
details, and other information and examples you want to use. Think about how you will introduce your topic 
and what the main topic will be for each paragraph. 
 
Now write your argumentative essay. Be sure to: 
 •    Introduce your claim. 
  •    Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from the passages. 
 •    Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims. 
  •    Organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
  •    Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the relationships among  
                    claims,  counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
  •    Establish and maintain a formal style. 
  •    Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
 

The Legal Drinking Age Should be Lowered 
 

My name is Ronald Williams, and I am a senior at Learning Tech College and will graduate next May.  I think 
the minimum legal drinking age should be lowered to 18.  The fact is, young people under 21 are going to 
drink no matter what the law says.  A walk around campus almost every night of the week shows underage 
students drinking in different party spots around campus.  Almost everyone I know under 21 drinks, and I 
know a majority of the students on this campus.   
 
A painter could not learn how to paint if she was never given brushes and paint.   How can you expect 
students to learn to drink responsibly if they are not allowed to have alcohol until they are 21?  An old saying 
is that “practice makes perfect.”  If young people have no opportunity to practice safe drinking habits before 
age 21, how are they going to suddenly learn them at age 21?  Isn’t it better for us to learn safe drinking habits 
at home from our parents than at a wild campus party?   
 



 

We are considered adults at age 18 in all areas except alcohol use.  We can vote, sign contracts, get married, 
and smoke cigarettes.  We make major life decisions such as whether to attend college or get a job.  We can 
join the military and give our lives for our country.  Why should alcohol use be any different?  What sense 
does it make to treat us like children in the area of alcohol use? 
 
Finally, a 2007 article from youthfacts.org showed that the law is ineffective because 70 percent of 12th 
graders admitted to drinking.  Since so many people are drinking underage, it leads to overall disrespect for 
the law.  A 2008 article from Forbes magazine showed that many kids drink because of the thrill of doing 
something illegal.  Lowering the drinking age to 18 would solve all these problems.  Contact your 
Congressional representative and let’s work to change the legal drinking age to 18!” 
  

 

 

Underage Drinking Kills 
 

“Underage drinking kills,” says Dr. Sally Miller, the President of Learning Tech College from 1996 to 2010.  The 
following is from an article that Dr. Miller recently wrote for the Chronicle of Higher Education where she 
describes her experiences leading a college where underage drinking was a constant issue:    
 
“I have seen firsthand the danger of underage drinking by students.  Sadly, during the 14 years I was a college 
president, I attended the funerals of five students under age 21 who were killed in alcohol related traffic 
accidents.  I strongly support keeping the minimum legal drinking age 21.  A 2008 study from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration showed that the 21 year old minimum drinking age has decreased the 
number of fatal accidents of 18 to 20 year olds by 13 percent, saving 27,052 lives between 1975 and 2008. 
 

While some argue that young people have full adult rights at age 18, this is not entirely true.  Young people 
must be 21 or older to buy guns, gamble in a casino, adopt children, and even to rent a car.  Potentially 
dangerous and more responsible activities require the maturity of someone over age 21 or over to do.  
 

Medically, lowering the drinking age to 18 would not be responsible.  A 2007 study by the United States 
Surgeon General showed that a young adult’s brain is not fully developed until they reach age 25.  Alcohol can 
interfere will the development of the brain’s planning and emotion centers and could lead to a greater 
increase in addiction, risk taking, depression, and memory loss.   
 

Finally, the argument that young people being allowed to drink will teach them to drink responsibly is not 
true.  Many European countries have lower drinking ages than the United States.  A 2010 study from the 
Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation showed that the United States teens had equal or lower rates of 
intoxication/binge drinking than European teens.  European teens drinking experience did not make them 
more responsible drinkers.”  
 

 
 
 



 

 
TASC Prompt 2 – Analyzing Lower Speed Limits 
 
Essay Prompt  
 
There is an ongoing debate in the public domain as to whether speed limits should be lowered across the 
country.  Are lower speed limits an effective way to save gas and lives?  Do lower speed limits take away our 
freedom? 
  
Weigh the claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting either side of the debate in 
which you argue for or against lower speed limits.  Be sure to use information from both texts in your 
argumentative essay.  
  
Before you begin planning and writing, read the two texts: 
 1. Let’s Not Race by Speed Limits 
 2. Speed Limits Take Our Freedoms  
 
As you read the texts, think about what details from the texts you might use in your argumentative essay. You 
may take notes or highlight the details as you read. 
 
After reading the texts, create a plan for your argumentative essay. Think about ideas, facts, definitions, 
details, and other information and examples you want to use. Think about how you will introduce your topic 
and what the main topic will be for each paragraph. 
 
Now write your argumentative essay. Be sure to: 
 •    Introduce your claim. 
  •    Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from the passages. 
 •    Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims. 
  •    Organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
  •    Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the relationships among  
                    claims,  counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
  •    Establish and maintain a formal style. 
  •    Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
 

Let’s Not Race by Speed Limits  
 

In a recent Washington Post editorial, Ms. Keepit Slow argues that the United States should consider lowering 
speed limits which have been on the rise around the country since the 1970s: 
 
“I am concerned about a trend I see sweeping across our country.  It seems that speed limits are moving ever 
higher.  In most of the central and western parts of the United States, speed limits range from 70 to 85 miles 
per hour (mph).  These higher speeds waste precious fuel and endanger the lives of motorists across our land.  
We need to keep speed limits below 60 mph. 
 
With the economic downturn of the past few years, we still need to be concerned about saving fuel.  The US 
Department of Commerce did a study that showed the difference between driving under and over 60 mph.  
They found that driving under 60 mph would save Americans 2 billion dollars a year in fuel costs.   
 



 

In another important study done in 2007, the state of Florida examined consumer spending on gas during the 
1990s.  They found that consumers paid $220 million more dollars on gas as speed limits were increased on 
Florida roads from 1990 to 1999.  This sharp increase was directly related to driving faster which lowers fuel 
economy.   
 
Much more important than saving fuel is saving lives.  It just makes sense that the faster you are traveling, the 
longer it takes your vehicle to stop.  The longer it takes your vehicle to stop, the more likely you are to hit 
another vehicle.  When you are racing along the freeway at 70 mph, your car is traveling over 100 feet per 
second.  In just three seconds, you have traveled the length of an entire football field!   
 
From 1973 to 1987 the National Maximum Speed Law lowered the speed limit to 55 mph for the entire 
country.  The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) did a study on how this change 
impacted highway deaths.  What the NHTSA found was fewer people died in traffic related accidents because 
of the lower speed limits.  
 
Also, other important evidence shows that lower speed limits save lives.  In 2006, the Pew Trust did a study on 
speed limits and traffic deaths.  They found that deaths increased by 1200 people each year for every mile per 
hour the speed limit was raised.  I call on our government to once again set a national speed limit of 55 mph.   
 
 
 
Speed Limits Take Our Freedoms  
 

In his recent blog post, Mr. Speed Demon said: 
 
“Hey, I just got back from the most awesome ride I have ever had!  Of course I was out in my mean machine.  
You know the car I’m talking about: my 2012 Chevy Camaro.  Camaros are not made to just cruise.   When I 
want to go full throttle, I can’t go as fast as I want.  I always have to put up with these stupid speed limits on 
the freeway.  Dude, I just love to boogity, boogity, boogity.  (For those of you living in a cave, boogity is 
NASCAR slang for going fast!)  I think we should be able to drive as fast as we want on the highways and not 
have speed limits.  
 
I just read some stupid article called Let’s Not Race by Speed Limits about why lower speed limits are a good 
thing.  It’s so lame, man!  It says that speed limits save lives and gas.  Cars back in the day were not built like 
they are today.  I remember my first Camaro, a 1976.  It could fly but it was a piece of junk.  Everybody knows 
that cars today are so much better made.  Those robots do a much better job making cars than those drunks 
on the assembly line did back in the 1970s.  If you get hit or hit somebody, your better made car and air bags 
will save you!   
 
People talk about gas prices, but I don’t see that as an issue.  Yeah, I remember when gas was above four 
bucks in 2008.  That was a while ago.  Gas prices are coming down, man.  I paid just a little over three bucks 
when I filled up my car last week.   
 
Finally, living in the United States is all about freedom.  The more rules big government puts on us, the less 
free we are.  My old history teacher used to say, “The bigger the government, the smaller the citizen.”  So, 
don’t mess with my freedom, and let’s not have any speed limits!   

 
 



 

 
A sample essay using the above writing prompt:  

 

 
In her Washington Post editorial, Ms. Keepit Slow argues that speed 
limits below 60 miles per hour save gas and lives.  In his blog, Speed 
Demon says we should not have speed limits because he likes to drive 
fast, cars today are safer, and gas prices are coming down.  Keepit 
Slow’s editorial is the better of the two because she supports her 
claims with recent evidence from reliable sources while Mr. Demon’s 
uses only his personal experience to back up his arguments.   
 
 
In the editorial, Ms. Slow’s first reason why speed limits should be below 
60 miles per hour is that it saves gas.  She uses data from the US 
Department of Commerce to back her claim that driving under 60 would 
“save Americans 2 billion dollars a year in fuel costs.”  She also points to 
a recent 2007 study by the state of Florida that showed consumers paid 
$220 million dollars more per year for gas when speed limits were raised 
in the 1990s.   
 
 
Also, Ms. Slow shows that driving slower save lives.  She uses data from 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration to show that fewer 
people died when speed limits were lowered in the 1970s.  Keepit Slow 
also talked about a 2006 study by the Pew Trust that showed how 
“deaths increased by 1200 people each year for every mile per hour the 
speed limit was raised.” 
 
 
In contrast to Keepit Slow, Speed Demon’s arguments are not based on 
strong evidence but on his personal opinion.  His biggest argument was 
that there should be no speed limits because “dude, I just love to 
boogity, boogity, boogity.”  He could provide no evidence for his claim 
that cars today were made better than in the past beyond his phrase 
“everyone knows that.”  He based his argument that gas prices were 
going down on the price he paid when he filled up his car last week, not 
on national studies.   
 
 
In conclusion, Keepit Slow’s editorial supports her opinions by using 
current evidence from reliable government sources.  Speed Demon’s 
blog is just his personal opinion, and he has not done any research to 
prove his points.   
 

 
The first paragraph introduces the 
topic 
 
The thesis (argument) is in bold 
 
The criteria for evaluating evidence 
are underlined 
 
 
 
Specific evidence from the text is in 
italics 
 
 
 
Organization is shown through 
paragraph structure where first 
Keepit Slow’s evidence is discussed 
and then Speed Demon’s evidence 
is contrasted 
 
 
 
Transition words like also and in 
contrast connect paragraphs 
together 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awareness of audience and 
purpose is shown by a conclusion 
which summarizes the argument 

 
      



 

TASC Graphic Organizer 
 

Intro   Summarize the two arguments (Include passage titles and authors.)  “Argument 1 says . . . . On the 
other hand, Argument 2 says . . .”    

 

 

Write the thesis: “Argument 1 is better supported than Argument 2 because _____ “ 

 

 

Body 1   Explain reasons Argument 1 is better than Argument 2 

 

 

Evidence and/or counterclaims  

 

 

 

 

 

Body 2   Explain reasons why Argument 2 is weaker than Argument 1 

 

 

Evidence and/or counterclaims  

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion    Summarize your main points  

 

 

 

  



 

Writing Frame  
The outline below is an example of phrases that can be used to help organize your essay and to make the 
writing flow more smoothly.  There are many variations that would also work.  However, if you are worried 
about time, it would be helpful to memorize some phrases and the general organizational format to have 
ready to use during the test.  

 

__________________makes the claim that ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________makes the claim that _____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The best argument is  _______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

because _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The first reason  ___________________________________________________ is better 

because__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Evidence supporting this reason is  ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There is also ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Also, the second argument is weaker because ______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Evidence supporting this reason is  ___________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Another piece of evidence is  ________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In conclusion,  _______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Argument Writing Vocabulary - additional phrases that can be used.   
 

Neutral Expressions, Words, & Phrases 

(Passage B) argues in favor of…. On the other 
hand, (passage A) argues against… 

(Passage B) argues…. On the other hand, 
(Passage A) argues…. 

(Passage A) is better supported than (passage 
B) because…. In contrast, …. 

(author/passage) backs up (its/his/her) claim 
(with/by)…. 

For example, (An example is …) Another example of (is)…. 

On the other hand,  counterclaim (counterargument) 

In addition to…., (In addition,) statistics 

However,  claims (argues) 

rebuttal refutes 

In contrast, (In contrast to…) mentions (uses, cites, provides) 

To support (demonstrate) this….  

 

Phrases to Discuss Passage Strengths (+) Phrases to Discuss Passage Weaknesses (-) 

better supported unsupported personal opinion 

reliable evidence weak evidence 

sound reasons contradictory evidence 

valid invalid 

logical  weak logic (illogical) 

reliable (knowledgeable, unbiased, credible, 
etc.) source(s)  

(This passage) lacks sound reasons…. (or any 
other phrases from the strengths column) 

significant evidence uncited sources (source is not identified)  

recent sources evidence is out-of-date (or no source is 
included) 

relevant reasons / evidence biased sources 

substantiated evidence unsubstantiated evidence 

expert testimony personal attacks (name-calling) 

sufficient reasons / evidence insufficient reasons / evidence 

reputable source (strong reputation) fallacy/fallacies 

well-supported argument oversimplification  

supports (demonstrates) false conclusion 

           Source: Gibson 



 

Editing Checklist: TASC Writing 
 
Read what you wrote again to make sure you:   
 

 

 □  Introduced your claim 

 
 Ex: “The article Breathing is Good for You is the better of the two because it contains  
                   results from scientific studies and responded to arguments in the other article.”  
 
 

 □  Supported your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from the passages 

 
 Ex: “The author of the Breathing article used several recent scientific studies to back 
         their claim.  The 2006 study from Indiana University showed that people who breathe  
         live much longer than those who do not.”  
 
 

 □  Acknowledged and addressed alternate or opposing claims   

 
 Ex: The Breathing article made an effective counter argument against the Hold Your Breath  
  article.  It acknowledged that sometimes it is good to hold your breath such as when  
  swimming underwater.  However, most people cannot hold their breath longer than a  
  few minutes without passing out.” 
 
 

 □  Organized the reasons and evidence logically    
 
 

 □  Used words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the relationships  

        among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
 
 

 □  Established and maintained a formal style   

 
 

 □  Provided a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument  

                  presented 
   
 Ex: “To sum up, the Breathing article was the better claim for several reasons.  It used   
  scientific evidence from 3 studies that were done recently at major universities.  It also  
  responded to the claims in the Hold Your Breath article effectively and showed where its 
  reasoning was weak.” 

  

 

 



 

Quick Writes 
 
A Quick Write helps students think about a topic before, during, and after reading.  Students are asked to 
respond to a question or prompt related to a text and should write down whatever comes to their mind 
without worrying about grammar or organization.  
 
The writing topics are related to a text and may be: 
 

 Summaries of learning 

 An explanation of a concept or vocabulary 

 A prediction, inference, or hypothesis 
 
Give students from 2 to 10 minutes to write and be sure you as the instructor write too.  Quick Writes can be 
used as part of instruction, assessment, or discussion.  They help bring out the writer in students, build their 
writing confidence, and help their reading skills too!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prompt 
 
What information did you learn about interdependence from reading this passage? 
 

 
 

 

 Did you know the microprocessor that lives in a laptop computer is a 

world traveler?  It begins life as a pile of quartz chips and charcoal at a factory in 

Brazil.  After being heated and processed, it is sent for more refining to a German 

factory.  After being formed into blocks of polysilicon, it goes to Japan where it is 

made into tiny circular wafers.  These thin disks are then shipped to the United 

States where Intel Corporation turns them into microprocessors by adding 

hundreds of tiny chips.  They then journey for testing to the Philippines where 

more circuitry is added and testing takes place.   

 

(continued on next page) 

 



 

 Continuing its journey, the chips move to a factory in China where they 

are placed on the laptop’s motherboard along with many other components 

made in Southeast Asia.  The motherboard, along with the other parts of the 

computer including the battery, hard drive and keyboard, are assembled at 

another Chinese factory.  Finally, the completed laptop is shipped to the United 

States for distribution.  The other parts that make up this computer come from 

as many as 50 countries on six continents including steel from Russia, copper 

from Chile, glass from Korea and lithium from Zimbabwe.   

 

  So what’s the point of knowing how well traveled a laptop is?  The global 

makeup of the laptop computer is a great example of an economic concept 

called interdependence.  Interdependence means we rely on others to make or 

do things we do not make or do ourselves.    No one country has all the raw 

materials it needs to produce the products it wants to sell.  So, it must trade with 

other countries to get the materials it needs.  Most all the other manufactured 

goods we buy have similar stories of raw material mining and finished product 

processing taking place around the globe.  The next time you see a laptop; 

remember the amazing global journey it had just to reach you!  

  
 
My Quick Write 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

Making a Formal Argument – $5 or a Lottery Ticket  
  
Directions: Answer the question below using a formal argument.   In a formal argument, you must  
 
1) State your position.  
 
2) Provide point(s) that support your position.  
 
3) Support each point with specific reasons/examples.  
  
 
Question: Which is better: five dollars or a lottery ticket?  
  
Example Answer: A lottery ticket is better than five dollars. You cannot buy much with five dollars. For 
example, you can buy a hamburger for five dollars. A hamburger may be nice for now, but you will be hungry 
again later. On the other hand, a lottery ticket may be worth millions of dollars; enough to feed you for the 
rest of your life.  
  
Rough Draft:  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Final Draft:  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 


