
Commonly confused words list I 
 

1. two 
-2 

 

to 
-toward 
-also indicates infinitive 

too 
-also 
-excessively 

2. they’re 
-they are 

 

their 
-belonging to them 

there 
-location (Think: 
where?) 
-also "There is/are…” 

3. you’re 
-you are  

your 
-belonging to you 

 

4. it's 
-it is/has 

its 
-belonging to it 

 

5. who’s 
-who is/has 

whose 
-belonging to someone 

 

6. new 
-opposite of “old” 

knew 
-past tense of “know” 

 

7. here 
-location  
(Think: where?) 

hear 
-sense with your ears 

 

8. right 
-correct 
-opposite of “left” 
-directly, immediately 
(e.g., right here, right 
now) 

write 
-what you do with paper 
& pencil 

 

9. passed 
-went by (past tense 
of “pass”) 
-didn't fail 

past 
-a previous time (Think: 
past, present, future)  
-former  
-beyond, after 

 

10.   then 
-at that time  
(Think: when?) 
-if..., then... 

than 
-used in comparisons, 
e.g., taller than 
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 Commonly confused words list III 
 

1. peace 
-calmness 
-lack of war 

piece 
-a part of 

2. board 
-a piece of wood 
-advisory group 
-get on a plane, train, bus  

bored 
-not interested 

 

3. break 
-damage something 
-a period of rest  

brake 
-stop your car 
-what makes your car stop  

4. lose 
-misplace 

loose 
-not tight 

5. roll 
-turn over and over 
-a dinner bun 

role 
-a part in a play (or in life) 

6. pair 
-2 of something 

pear 
-a kind of fruit 

7. principal 
-the head of a school 
-money you invest 
-main/chief/most important 

principle 
-a rule/belief/code of behavior 

8. capital 
-a city seat of government 
-an uppercase letter 
-$ to start a business 
-punishment of death 
 
(Think: main/big/important) 

capitol 
-a building where a state 
legislature meets 
 

Capitol 
-the building in Washington, 
D.C. where Congress meets 

9. conscious 
-awake  

conscience 
-a moral guide in your head 

10.   threw 
-past tense of "throw" 

 
 

through 
-done  
-from one end to the other 

thorough:  detailed, 

careful, & complete 
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 There actually is a verb sense of "effect," but here I've listed only the 

most common meaning, which is as a noun. 
 



 

Commonly confused words list IV 
 

1. add 
-perform a math operation 

ad 
-short for "advertisement" 

2. some 
-several 

  

sum 
-the result of an addition 
problem 
-an amount (e.g., of money) 

3. great 
-wonderful 

 

grate 
-shred (as cheese) 
-framework of metal bars 

4. waste 
-use carelessly  

waist 
-what your belt goes around  

5. dessert 
-yummy stuff after a meal  
 

desert 
-a dry, hot, sandy place 
-abandon  

6. plain 
-not fancy 
-grassland 

plane 
-an airplane  
-a smoothing tool 

7. lesson 
-something you learn 

lessen 
-reduce, decrease 

8. already  
-previously  

all ready 
-prepared  

9. council 
-a group of officials 

 

counsel 
-lawyer 
-guidance/help (noun) 
-advise (verb) 

10.   morning 
-the time before noon 

mourning 
-expressing grief 
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  Commonly confused words list II 
 

1. allowed 
-permitted 

aloud 
-spoken 

2. close 
-shut 
-near 

clothes 
-what you wear 

3. fair 
-just, without prejudice 
-a place with exhibits, e.g., a 
county fair 

fare 

-price (e.g., bus fare) 

4. week 
-7 days 

weak 
-not strong 

5. where 
-location (Think: there) 

 

wear 
-what you do with your 
clothes 

6. hole 
-a pit in the ground 
-a rip 

whole 
-complete, entire 
 

7. weather 
-what it's like outside 

whether 
-if [used in choices] 

8. accept 
-receive 
-say “yes” 

except 
-other than, not including 
-if not for the fact that  

11.   advise (verb) 
-suggest what to do  

advice (noun) 

-a suggestion of what to do 
12.   affect (verb) 
-influence/change (as a verb) 

effect (noun
1
) 

-result 
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1 
 There actually is a verb sense of "effect," but here I've listed only the 

most common meaning, which is as a noun. 
       
 

 

 


