
Key and Interpretation: On Dancing Through Life    

1. Which phrase best describes the main idea of this essay?

a)  reasons why people might take up ballroom dancing

b)  why someone could become addicted to ballroom dancing

c)  a plan and reasons for teaching ballroom dancing   

2. Why does the writer describe ballroom dancing as a social hobby?

_____________________________________________________________

3. What would the writer’s first step be in the initial training session?

figuring out more about the student; accept any answer that expresses the idea of starting

 with the student’s purpose and past experience, etc.

This is a factual question; the first sentence in paragraph 3 states the answer: begin by 

first figuring out more about the student.

4. If the writer wants to ascertain some information from his student, what is he trying to 

do?

He is trying to get details and more specific answers. This is a question that requires 

knowledge of the vocabulary word “ascertain” and/or prompts the student to use the

context of paragraph 3.

5. Based on all the information in this essay, what can we conclude about the writer of this 

essay?

a)  He thinks that ballroom dancing is easy for anyone to learn.

b)   He has likely taught ballroom dancing in the past.

c)   He believes that ballroom dancing is the best hobby for everyone.

What evidence in the essay supports your answer?  

This is an inference question. The reader must draw a reasonable conclusion based on the 

entire essay. The writer is very knowledgeable and provides details about ballroom 



dancing. It’s quite possible that he has taught ballroom dancing either formally or 

informally.

6. What might the writer mean when he writes about the “finer points of partnering”?

a)  details on how to work well with your dance partner

b)  details on how to tolerate your dance partner

c)  details on how to choose a dance partner you would like

This question requires the reader to understand the use of the word “points” as a synonym 

for details. Using the context of paragraph 2, the reader should draw the conclusion that 

partnering involves working well with one’s dance companion. The  writer doesn’t share 

any information on tolerating (putting up with) or choosing a dance partner. 

7. Based on what you’ve read, why would the writer want to know what purpose the student 
had in learning ballroom dancing?

At one level, this a factual question based on information stated in paragraph 3, but it also 
asks the reader to reasonably conclude that the writer/dance instructor would also want to 
know “why” (the purpose) the student wanted to learn ballroom dancing. A deeper, fuller 
answer to this question would involve inference based on the teacher wanting to know 
more about the student. 

8. If Matthew Barber was teaching you ballroom dancing, what kind of a teacher would be 
likely be?

a) demanding and impatient

b) fun-loving and irresponsible

c) patient and encouraging

d) bored and disorganized

e) competitive and artistic



Explain your answer. ________________________________________________

This is an inference question. The reader must draw a reasonable conclusion based on the 

entire essay. The writer is very knowledgeable and given his love for ballroom dancing 

and his desire to teach it in a way that fits with the student’s needs and background, he 

would likely be a patient and encouraging teacher who wants the student to enjoy the 

experience. There is no evidence that suggests the adjectives with negative connotations. 

The writer could be fun-loving and artistic, but irresponsible and competitive are not 

reasonable conclusions to draw.

9. If you are a person who likes to learn by yourself and work by yourself, why would 
ballroom dancing not be of much interest to you?

This, too, is an inference question. The reader must draw a reasonable conclusion based 
on the entire essay. If you’re not comfortable learning and working with a partner, 
ballroom dancing is not likely to suite you. Solo dancing, however, could be an option.



Key and Interpretation Guidelines: On Dancing Through Life   

Score Results: On Dancing Through Life  (11 questions; questions 5 and 8 each have two 
parts)

Answers correct 1:  2: 3: 4:          5: a)    b)   
      

6:                   7: 8:   a) b) 9:                     

 
Percent correct:    /11  =  ______% (10%, 18%, 27%, 36%, 45%, 55%, 64%, 73%,    

                           82%, 91%, 100%)

Level: Frustration Instructional Independent  

NEEDS ASSESSMENT
What is required to make this text a learning tool for the student?

                                                        MATERIALS                            STUDENTS
Concepts
(mental image/thought/idea 
acquired through 
impressions gained by use 
of senses)

What does the writer 
assume?  What is to be 
learned?

How many are known?  
How many need to be 
taught/learned?

Vocabulary 
(labels for concepts; going 
back to aural store)

What does the writer 
assume?  What needs to be 
learned?

How much is known?
How much needs to be 
taught/learned?

Skills 
(needed to manipulate 
concepts and vocabulary)

What does the writer 
assume?  What needs to be 
learned?

How many are known?
How many need to be 
taught/learned? 

Independent level There is a match between what the material demands and what the student 
brings.  No teacher is necessary for the student to handle the material. (approximately 95-100% 
comprehension)  When assessing, move to text at a higher level.

Instructional level There is some discrepancy (25% or less) between what the material 
demands and what the student brings.  The student can handle the material with directed, 
intentional teaching. (approximately 75-94% comprehension).

Frustration level  The discrepancy (more than 25%) between what the material demands 
and what the student brings is great.  The material is too difficult for the student to handle even 
with directed/intentional teaching. (less than approximately 75% comprehension).

It is important when assessing reading comprehension to analyze the kinds of questions 
missed: factual recognition, factual recall, justifying inferences, making inferences and 
justifying and making inferences.  Factual comprehension provides a foundational base for 
understanding text; inferential comprehension is important in higher order and critical 
thinking. If students have trouble recalling answers to factual questions, ask them to find 
the answer in the text (factual recognition). If students are missing most or all inferential 
questions, instruction in this area is critical!
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