
Writing Test Sample 2
There has always been a debate about the morality of war and the choice of non violence over 
hostilities. The following excerpts concern Great Britain's role in World War II and how they should 
respond to the aggression of Nazi Germany and its allies.

Weigh the opinion of Mohandas Gandhi, who was a proponent of non-violence, and British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill’s call to arms and then write an argumentative essay supporting either 
opinion. Be sure to use information from both texts in your argumentative essay.

Before you begin planning and writing, read the two texts:

Page 1: excerpt from Mohandas Gandhi’s “To Every Briton”
Page 2: excerpt from Winston Churchill’s June 2, 1940 speech before the House of Commons

As you read the texts, think about the details from the both texts that you might use in your 
argumentative essay. After reading the texts, plan your argumentative essay. Think about the ideas, 
facts, definitions, details, and other information and examples that you will want to use. Think about 
how you will introduce your topic and what the main topic will be for each paragraph.
As you write your argumentative essay, be sure to do the following:

• Introduce your claim.
• Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from the texts.
• Acknowledge and address an alternative or opposing claim
• Organize the reasons and evidence logically
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the relationships among 

claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Establish and maintain a formal style.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented.



Excerpt from Mohandas Gandhi’s “To Every Briton”

This war has descended upon mankind as a curse and a warning. It is a curse inasmuch as it is 
brutalizing man on a scale hitherto unknown. All distinctions between combatants and noncombatants 
have been abolished. No one and nothing is to be spared. Lying has been reduced to an art. Britain 
was to defend small nationalities. One by one they have vanished, at least for the time being. It is 
also a warning. It is a warning that, if nobody reads the writing on the wall, man will be reduced to the 
state of the beast, whom he is shaming by his manners. I read the writing when the hostilities broke 
out. But I had not the courage to say the word. God has given me the courage to say it before it is too 
late. 

I appeal for cessation of hostilities, not because you are too exhausted to fight, but because war is 
bad in essence. You want to kill Nazism. You will never kill it by its indifferent adoption. Your soldiers 
are doing the same work of destruction as the Germans. The only difference is that perhaps yours are 
not as thorough as the Germans. If that be so, yours will soon acquire the same thoroughness as 
theirs, if not much greater. On no other condition can you win the war. In other words, you will have to 
be more ruthless than the Nazis. No cause, however just, can warrant the indiscriminate slaughter 
that is going on minute by minute. I suggest that a cause that demands the inhumanities that are 
being perpetrated today cannot be called just. 

I do not want Britain to be defeated, nor do I want her to be victorious in a trial of brute strength, 
whether expressed through the muscle or the brain. Your muscular bravery is an established fact. 
Need you demonstrate that your brain is also as unrivalled in destructive power as your muscle? I 
hope you do not wish to enter into such an undignified competition with the Nazis. I venture to present 
you with a nobler and a braver way, worthy of the bravest soldier. I want you to fight Nazism without 
arms, or, if I am to retain the military terminology, with non-violent arms. I would like you to lay down 
the arms you have as being useless for saving you or humanity. You will invite Herr Hitler and Signor 
Mussolini to take what they want of the countries you call your possessions. Let them take 
possession of your beautiful island, with your many beautiful buildings. You will give all these, but 
neither your souls, nor your minds. If these gentlemen choose to occupy your homes, you will vacate 
them. If they do not give you free passage out, you will allow yourself, man, woman and child, to be 
slaughtered, but you will refuse to owe allegiance to them. 

This process or method, which I have called non-violent non-co-operation, is not without considerable 
success in its use in India. Your representatives in India may deny my claim. If they do, I shall feel 
sorry for them. They may tell you that our non-co-operation was not wholly non-violent, that it was 
born of hatred. If they give that testimony, I won’t deny it. Had it been wholly non-violent, if all the non-
co-operators had been filled with goodwill towards you, I make bold to say that you who are India’s 
masters would have become her pupils and, with much greater skill than we have, perfected this 
matchless weapon and met the German and Italian friends’ menace with it. Indeed the history of 
Europe during the past few months would then have been written differently. Europe would have been 
spared seas of innocent blood, the rape of so many small nations, and the orgy of hatred. 
This is no appeal made by a man who does not know his business. I have been practising with 
scientific precision non-violence and its possibilities for an unbroken period of over fifty years. I have 
applied it in every walk of life, domestic, institutional, economic and political. I know of no single case 
in which it has failed. Where it has seemed sometimes to have failed, I have ascribed it to my 
imperfections. I claim no perfection for myself. But I do claim to be a passionate seeker after Truth, 
which is but another name for God. In the course of the search the discovery of non-violence came to 
me. Its spread is my life-mission. I have no interest in living except for the prosecution of that mission. 



Excerpt from Winston Churchill’s June 2, 1940 Speech to the House of Commons

The whole question of home defense against invasion is, of course, powerfully affected by the fact 
that we have for the time being in this Island incomparably more powerful military forces than we 
have ever had at any moment in this war or the last. But this will not continue. We shall not be content 
with a defensive war. We have our duty to our Ally. We have to reconstitute and build up the British 
Expeditionary Force once again, under its gallant Commander-in-Chief, Lord Gort. All this is in train; 
but in the interval we must put our defenses in this Island into such a high state of organization that 
the fewest possible numbers will be required to give effective security and that the largest possible 
potential of offensive effort may be realized. On this we are now engaged. . . .
. . .
. . .I would observe that there has never been a period in all these long centuries of which we boast 
when an absolute guarantee against invasion, still less against serious raids, could have been given 
to our people. In the days of Napoleon the same wind which would have carried his transports across 
the Channel might have driven away the blockading fleet. There was always the chance, and it is that 
chance which has excited and befooled the imaginations of many Continental tyrants. Many are the 
tales that are told. We are assured that novel methods will be adopted, and when we see the 
originality of malice, the ingenuity of aggression, which our enemy displays, we may certainly prepare 
ourselves for every kind of novel stratagem and every kind of brutal and treacherous maneuver. I 
think that no idea is so outlandish that it should not be considered and viewed with a searching, but at 
the same time, I hope, with a steady eye. We must never forget the solid assurances of sea power 
and those which belong to air power if it can be locally exercised.

I have, myself, full confidence that if all do their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the best 
arrangements are made, as they are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again able to defend 
our Island home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of tyranny, if necessary for 
years, if necessary alone. At any rate, that is what we are going to try to do. That is the resolve of His 
Majesty's Government-every man of them. That is the will of Parliament and the nation. The British 
Empire and the French Republic, linked together in their cause and in their need, will defend to the 
death their native soil, aiding each other like good comrades to the utmost of their strength. Even 
though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous States have fallen or may fall into the grip of 
the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the 
end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing 
confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we 
shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the 
streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment 
believe, this Island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the 
seas, armed and guarded by the British Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God's good time, 
the New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old.
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