
 
Reading Situation 
A big topic in education this year is smaller class sizes for elementary schools.  California, who 
once had the some of the largest classroom sizes in the United States, reduced its first, second 
and third grade classes to no more than  20 students per classroom.  As you read this editorial, 
think about class sizes in your school. 
 
 
 

“A Classroom Dream Come True” 
 

 A big step toward improving 
education happened this year.  All first, 
second, and third grade classrooms in the 
Poway Unified School District were reduced 
in enrollment.  Rather than the 30 or so 
students who usually crowd into a room, the 
new,  smaller classes have only 20. 
 The class reductions are the answer 
to the prayers of many parents, 
administrators, and teachers in Poway who 
have felt that smaller classes would allow 
students to receive more individual help  
from their teachers and would greatly 
improve children’s chances for academic 
success.  Reducing first, second, and third 
grades first makes sense because it gives 
each child a strong start in school.  If 
teachers can catch learning problems early 
in a student’s education, it makes sense that 

learning will be easier for that student later 
on in school. 
 To create all the new classrooms that 
were needed, elementary school’s converted 
every available space.  More than 120 new 
teachers were hired in the Poway Unified 
School District and orders were placed for 
65 new portable classrooms.   
 The new state budget for education 
will allow another grade level to be reduced 
in class size next fall.  Principals and 
teachers are trying to decide which grade 
would benefit most from smaller classes 
next year.  They will have to chose 
kindergarten, fourth or fifth grade. 
 To everyone involved in making this 
dream come truecongratulations on a job 
well done! 
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Writing Directions 
 
 Imagine that the school board has given you the power to decided which grade level will 
have smaller class sizes next fall.  Based on your school experiences, you must choose whether it 
should be kindergarten, fourth, or fifth grade.   
 Now write an essay for  the Poway Unified School District Board of Education which 
explains what grade level you would choose to reduce in class size.  Use your best persuasive 
writing to convince the Board that your choice is the best one.  Be sure your essay  
   explains which grade level you would choose for smaller classes 
   gives your reasons for why you chose that grade level 
   gives specific examples for your reasons so that your readers will understand your 
ideas  


