
Key and Interpretation Guidelines: On the ridge . . . (Fry reading level 6.0)

1. What was the name of the group of soldiers?      a.  regiment    b.  battalion    c. division
This is a factual question; the answer is in the text.

2. How many men were there in the group?     a. 13,000 b. 1,300 c. 30,000
This is a factual question; the answer is in the text (thirteen hundred), but it’s not in 
numerical form. 

3. Circle the sentence that best describes the way the troops moved.
a. in large well-spaced groups b. in a file, two or three abreast c.  no order

This is a factual question but requires the reader to interpret “long black snake-like line” 
by visualizing it as a fairly narrow, lengthy line of soldiers. 

4. Was this wet or dry country?  dry     How do you know?  small pads of dust raised by horses’ hooves
This question asks the reader to make and justify an inference. The word “dry” is never 
mentioned in the text so one must draw a conclusion based on context.

5. Are these troops reinforcements?  No
This question asks the reader to make an inference based on understanding the meaning of 
the word “reinforcements” and on evidence in the text that the troops were the “First 
Regiment” and the “best troops”. Therefore, they are not additional (reinforcements) 
troops or replacements for the First Regiment.

6. Where were the Indian warriors?  on the ridge of a foothill
This is a factual question; the answer is in the first sentence of the passage.

7. How many Indians were ready for battle?     a. 1,300 b. 13,000 c. 3,000
This is a factual question; the answer is in the text (three thousand), but it’s not in 
numerical form. 

8. Which two chiefs wanted to attack now?   a. Bear Claw b. Crazy Horse      c. Sitting Bull
This is a factual question, but it requires the reader to understand the vocabulary word 
“latter” that refers back to the last two names in the list of chiefs.

9. Which man was the boss?  a.  Bear Claw     b.  Crazy Horse c. Sitting Bull
This question asks the reader to make an inference based on evidence in the text (“the other 
[Crazy Horse] said, ‘This is not the place’.”). 

10.Were the men on the ridge from the same tribe?    No  How do you know?  The text states “three 
thousand of the finest warriors of their nations. Nations means more than one/the same tribe.

This is a factual question; the answer is in the text and requires attention to detail.



Score Results: On the ridge . . .  (12 questions; questions 4 and 10 have two parts)

Answers correct 1:  2: 3: 4:  a)  b)         5:

6: 7: 8: 9: 10:   a)     b) 

                                  Percent correct:    /12  =  ______%   (8%, 16%, 25%, 33%, 42%, 50%, 58%, 66%,    
                                                             75%, 83%, 92%, 100%)

Level: Frustration Instructional Independent  

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

What is required to make this text a learning tool for the student?

                                                        MATERIALS                            STUDENTS

Concepts

(mental image/thought/idea 
acquired through impressions 
gained by use of senses)

What does the writer assume?  
What is to be learned?

How many are known?  How 
many need to be 
taught/learned?

Vocabulary 

(labels for concepts; going 
back to aural store)

What does the writer assume?  
What needs to be learned?

How much is known?

How much needs to be 
taught/learned?

Skills 

(needed to manipulate 
concepts and vocabulary)

What does the writer assume?  
What needs to be learned?

How many are known?

How many need to be 
taught/learned? 

Independent level There is a match between what the material demands and what the student brings.  No 
teacher is necessary for the student to handle the material. (approximately 95-100% comprehension)  When 
assessing, move to text at a higher level.

Instructional level There is some discrepancy (25% or less) between what the material demands and what 
the student brings.  The student can handle the material with directed, intentional teaching. (approximately 75-
94% comprehension).

Frustration level  The discrepancy (more than 25%) between what the material demands and what the student 
brings is great.  The material is too difficult for the student to handle even with directed/intentional teaching. (less than 
approximately 75% comprehension).

It is important when assessing reading comprehension to analyze the kinds of questions missed: factual 
recognition, factual recall, justifying inferences, making inferences and justifying and making inferences.  Factual 
comprehension provides a foundational base for understanding text; inferential comprehension is important in 
higher order and critical thinking. If students have trouble recalling answers to factual questions, ask them to find 
the answer in the text (factual recognition). If students are missing most or all inferential questions, instruction in 
this area is critical!
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