
Guide to Reading Instruction for TASC Connect! Tutors

Reading is the most important skill to master for a student to pass the TASC exam. Many of 
our students are good readers and are comfortable in navigating text. Others are not, and  
face great challenges because ALL of the TASC tests require good reading skills. Some of 
those who need to improve their reading skills may have had trouble when previously they 
attended school: learning disabilities, problems with attendance and keeping up with 
instruction, or lack of appropriate supports. We see many students who are not native English
speakers and must translate text from English to their native tongue and back. 

This guide describes ways that tutors can help students build their skills in order to take and 
pass the TASC Reading Exam. There are two parts to this process, each described below::

1.  Assessment of a student's current reading level using the following guide.

      2.  Development of learning plans to improve reading skills based on 
assessment and student comfort level.

Assessment 

Reading is a very complex process. Please read The Reading Process by Marcia Harrington
for a basic understanding of the different skills required to be a good reader. You can find this 
and all other assessment tools cited in this section in the Assessment Tools section on the 
tutor wiki (www.firstfind.org/wiki).

http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/occfiles/The_Reading_Process.pdf
http://www.firstfind.org/wiki


1)  First Step - the initial interview and reviewing the profile sheet

The one-on-one interview introduces students to the program in a welcoming, friendly way. 
Many students are tentative and nervous about their studies in general and even more so with
math. The tutor’s initial discussion with new students while reviewing the profile sheets can be
helpful in assessing reading skills. For example, where did the student attend school 
previously? Does the student have a library card? How much detail was given when 
answering “What do you like to read?”
 
Some additional questions for the interview could include:

 Do you read newspapers or magazines? 
 Do you use the Internet to find information?
 In what language do you like to read?
 The profile sheet will indicate if a student has taken the test previously.  If a student

has taken the TASC test before and needs to retake the reading  part, it’s helpful to
know his/her score on the test.  Ask the student if s/he can identify the parts of the 
test that were difficult. 

      It’s helpful to write some notes from the discussion on the profile sheet so that other tutors 
can access the information from the interview. 

A special note on confidence building – During the interview, as well as with using the
assessment tools discussed below, it can be helpful to start at a level that is slightly below the
student’s current level to help them gain confidence as they start their studies for the TASC  

2)  Second Step – choosing and using assessment tools 

Begin your formal assessment with the Word Reading Test of the Quick Adult Reading 
Inventory found on the wiki.  You may administer form A or B.  The inventory will help you 
determine where to start the comprehension assessment and to see a pattern of errors that 
will guide your future instruction. Once you have established an oral reading level move to the
comprehension .  

The Reading Assessment Tools link in the wiki includes reading passages (with answer 
keys) for grades 4, 5, 6, 7.5 and 9 on the wiki. 

Passages for grades 4 and 5 are from the Jerry Johns Informal Reading Inventory. The 
passages are brief, and most questions focus on articulating main idea and details of the text.
There is also one question each about inference, evaluation, and vocabulary per passage.  

Assessments tools that correspond with three skill levels (grades 6, 7.5, and 9) were 
developed by Marcia Harrington from the Adult Literacy Program at the Washington DC Public
Library. Each tool includes 1) a handout of a text passage with questions and 2) a 
corresponding answer key with an analysis of the type of skill required to answer each 
question. 

http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/ged/?page_id=1311
http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/ged/?page_id=1311
http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/occfiles/TASC_Student_Profile_Sheet%20February2014.pdf
http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/ged/?page_id=847


The answer keys for each of these assessment tools also include suggestions for how to 
guide students using the level of success in answering questions. Use these suggestions as a
guide  for matching online resources with your student's skill.

Level 6 – a student can decode and understand most of the vocabulary in the text, but 
needs help in comprehension skills.

Level 7.5 – a student can read fluently and has a better command of vocabulary and 
context of text. Needs help with inference, deduction, drawing conclusions, etc.

Level 9 – a pretty good reader, probably ready to take and pass TASC practice tests.

Developing Learning Plans for Students

1) Students at level 6 or below

There are tools in the I  mprove Your Reading Skill  s   section of Skills Review: Reading that 
have dozens of drill and practice exercises that can build skill and confidence. 

    Reading Comprehension Exercises uses short passages of less than 150 words 
organized by topic. There are 5 or 6 questions that a student must answer for each 
passage. There are over 100 passages – a student will become familiar with the 
format and be able to choose and change topics at will.

    Reading Activities is a site developed for English language learners that is more 
comprehensive in skill instruction. There are short (but not too short) articles 
organized by topic that are followed by exercises in vocabulary, spelling, reading 
comprehension, and writing. The stories are fairly current and interesting.

There is also a link to Reading Lessons from TV411,  a series of videos on an 
interactive website that focuses on tools for students at a pre-TASC level. There are

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/reading/readingcomprehension
http://www.firstfind.org/skills-review-reading/
http://www.firstfind.org/improve-your-reading-skills/
http://www.firstfind.org/improve-your-reading-skills/
http://www.cdlponline.org/
http://www.tv411.org/reading/


a number of videos on understanding what we read in our daily lives. These are 
videos about real life issues that are interesting to all. You will find another series of 
videos on TV411:   Vocabulary in the Build Your Vocabulary    of the Skills Review:
Reading section to help your student become a better reader.

There are numerous reading passages and exercises in the Reading 
Handouts>Reading Exercises section of the tutor wiki. Look at the Marshall 
Adult Education, a site especially useful for students at this level. There is a long 
list of short stories with adult content that include pre-reading questions and 
definitions, as well as follow-up questions.

Remember that there are also hundreds of tools in the libraries where we work! Ask 
your student about his/her interests and look for books on that subject written at an 
appropriate reading level. Remember – ask the librarians for help. 

 
When you believe that a student has improved his/her skills enough to advance to Level 7.5, 
try using a higher level written assessment in Reading Assessment Tool  s. The student 
should score at least 75%  to move to the next level.

2) Students at level 7.5

There are several instructional  tools to use for students at this level.

     Middle School Reading Tutorial in  Learning Express Library.  This is a fairly
comprehensive course with units on basic comprehension skills, reading informational
texts, reading fiction (including poetry and plays) and author intent. It is pretty dense! It
can be very helpful for non-native speakers.

There  are  also  sets  of  practice  exercises in  reading  informational  texts  and
literature in this section of the Learning Express Library that may be useful

In  Improve Your Reading Skills you will find another excellent tool for this level
(and above) is the Social Studies Skills Tutor. This tool has a very detailed section
on Critical  Thinking  and Reading skills,  that  ranges from Identifying  Main Ideas to
Recognizing Bias. Each section has two levels of instruction, organized into  Learn,
Practice and Apply units, with exercises and quizzes that are immediately scored.
There is also a Listen and Read option which is helpful for non-native speakers.

     Vocabulary.com (in the Build Your Vocabulary section) is an interactive website
that requires registration. It offers lists of vocabulary worlds to review, with an option of
building a personal list. Another feature is a weekly email with a short quiz on a few
new words – something that could be accessed via smart phone.

Use the Read More! section of Skills Review: Reading to assign homework or in-
session work to engage a student in expanding his/her knowledge base. For example,
The Times in Plain English offers a way to engage students in discussion about
current events.  This section also features some short  stories, with comprehensions
questions (and answers).

Remember that there are exercises on the wiki!

http://www.thetimesinplainenglish.com/wp/
http://www.firstfind.org/skills-review-reading/
http://www.firstfind.org/read-more/
http://www.firstfind.org/build-your-vocabulary/
http://www.vocabulary.com/
http://www.firstfind.org/improve-your-reading-skills/
http://www.phschool.com/curriculum_support/ss_skills_tutor/content/pop.html
http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/reading_skills2.htm
http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/reading_skills2.htm
http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/ged/?page_id=480
http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/ged/?page_id=480
http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpress-hub/school-center-ccss/middle-school/english-language-arts-skills-improvement/tutorials?AuthToken=DC393BC4-BB72-415B-BC3B-69546E755B0B
http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/ged/?page_id=847
http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/ged/?page_id=847
http://www.firstfind.org/skills-review-reading/
http://www.firstfind.org/skills-review-reading/
http://www.firstfind.org/build-your-vocabulary/
http://www.tv411.org/vocabulary


Again, when you believe that a student has improved his/her skills enough to advance to
Level 9, try using one of the written assessments. The student should score at least 75%  to
move to the next level.

3) Students at level 9

Here are some tools on the  Get Ready for the Reading Test section for students at this
level.

    Build Your Basic Reading Skills – Prepare for the TASC Learning Center  on
Learning Express Library is a tutorial with more mature content and greater detail to
comprehension skills. There area also more than 20 short sets of practice exercises
that may be useful.

    Reading  Comprehension  Tips is  a  good  review  of  concepts  introduced  in
Learning Express courses and in the Social Studies Skills Tutor.

Practice Tests: There are two TASC Language Arts, Reading Practice Tests in
the Prepare for the TASC Test section on the Learning Express Library. The tests
are scored immediately, and the student can review incorrect answers. There is
also a Skills Check: Reading 1 in this section, a 50-question practice exercise (not
timed), with instant scoring and detailed explanation of the answers.

Remind students to read books, magazines – anything – so as to improve their
skills and comfort level. It is a good idea to encounter reading in science and social
studies topics as this practice will help them recognize vocabulary and concepts
that they will see on the TASC exams.

http://wikis.westchesterlibraries.org/occfiles/Reading_Comp_Tips.pdf
http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpress-hub/hsequivalencycenter/prepare-for-the-tasc-exam/language-arts-practice-tests/tasc-language-arts-reading-practice-tests/?AuthToken=DC393BC4-BB72-415B-BC3B-69546E755B0B
http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpress-hub/hsequivalencycenter/build-your-basic-skills/build-your-reading-skills/level-1-skill-builders/?AuthToken=DC393BC4-BB72-415B-BC3B-69546E755B0B
http://www.firstfind.org/get-ready-for-the-reading-test/

