
Key and Interpretation Guidelines: Those Winter Sundays   

1. Who is the speaker of the poem? 

a. A father looking back on his child’s younger years

b. An adult looking back to a place and time in his or her childhood

c. The ghost of the father looking back on his chil’s younger years

This is a factual question; the answer is in the text (“my father”); details throughout 
the poem support this. 

      2.  What is the weather like on these Sunday mornings?

a. stormy b. warm and rainy c. freezing cold    d.  cloudy and chilly

 

This is a factual question supported by the words “blueblack cold” and “cold 
splintering”.  

      3.  What does the child in the poem fear?

a. winter darkness      b. ongoing angers    c. blazing fires    d. splintering 
coldness

This is a factual question, but the reader needs to know the meaning of the 
vocabulary word “chronic”.

      4. What is this poem about?

a. hibernation b. romantic love c. familial love d. changing seasons

This question asks the reader to make an inference based on various clues in the 
poem and understanding that the father expressed his love through his actions and 
strong sense of responsibility.

      5. What did the young speaker think of his or her father?

a. He was the best dad ever! #1!

b. The speaker had mixed feelings.    

c. The speaker was ashamed of him.

This question asks the reader to make an inference based on various clues in the 
poem, particularly lines 13-14, and the poem’s tone. 

      6. What does the speaker come to understand when he or she is older?

a. The speaker’s father never loved him or her after all.

b. That people may live and die and the seasons will always change.

c. It’s important to dress warmly in wintertime.

d. Though stern, the father expressed love through actions.



This question asks the reader to make an inference based on evidence in the text of 
the father’s caring behavior; see lines 5, 7, 11, 12. Understanding the meaning of the 
word “austere” as strict or stern also comes into play.

      7.  Whose actions drove out the cold?

a. the coal deliverer’s     b. the child’s c. the mother’s  d. the father’s

This is a factual question; see line 11.

      8.  Did the speaker ever get to tell his father about his change of heart?

a. Yesb. No c. The poem doesn’t say for sure.   

d. The speaker tried to but the father had already died.

This question asks the reader to make an inference because this poem of 
remembrance does not let us know if the child ever shared his or her change of 
heart or later expression of gratitude or love for the father. 

      9.  What color does the poet use to describe the cold?      a.  blueblack

b. Why?  Blue and black are cold colors and suggest the absence of warmth and light. 
(Accept any wording that points to this concept.)

Question 9a is a factual question; the answer is in line 2. Question 9b asks the reader 
to think metaphorically by associating the two dark colors with the absence of 
warmth and/or light and requires that the reader draw a conclusion or inference 
based on the poet’s use of the word “blueblack” to describe the cold.

     10.  How does the poem describe the father’s hands?   a. cracked and aching  

What has caused the father’s hands to be that way?  b. doing manual labor of some kind

Question 10a is a factual question; the answer is in line 3. Question 10b asks the 
reader to draw a conclusion or inference based on real life experience.

     11. How did people, including family members, treat the father?

a. With chronic anger

b. With little or no care or concern

c. With warmth and gratitude

d. With blame and judgment

This question asks the reader to make an inference based on evidence in the text of 
how “No one ever thanked him” (line 5) and how the child speaks “indifferently to 
the father” (line 10). If no one ever thanked the father, it was likely that more people 
than just the child did not express gratitude.



Key and Interpretation Guidelines: Those Winter Sundays   (Fry reading level 7.5)

Score Results: Those Winter Sundays  (13  questions; questions 9 and 10 each have two 
parts)

Answers correct 1:  2: 3: 4:          5: 6: 

7: 8: 9: a)             b)                                    

10:   a) b)                           11:

Percent correct:    /13  =  ______% (8%, 15%, 23%, 31%, 39%, 46%, 54%, 62%, 69%,    
                                                             85%, 92%, 100%)

Level: Frustration Instructional Independent  

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

What is required to make this text a learning tool for the student?

                                                        MATERIALS                            STUDENTS

Concepts

(mental image/thought/idea 
acquired through impressions 
gained by use of senses)

What does the writer assume?  
What is to be learned?

How many are known?  How 
many need to be 
taught/learned?

Vocabulary 

(labels for concepts; going 
back to aural store)

What does the writer assume?  
What needs to be learned?

How much is known?

How much needs to be 
taught/learned?

Skills 

(needed to manipulate 
concepts and vocabulary)

What does the writer assume?  
What needs to be learned?

How many are known?

How many need to be 
taught/learned? 

Independent level There is a match between what the material demands and what the student 
brings.  No teacher is necessary for the student to handle the material. (approximately 95-100% 
comprehension)  When assessing, move to text at a higher level.

Instructional level There is some discrepancy (25% or less) between what the material 
demands and what the student brings.  The student can handle the material with directed, 
intentional teaching. (approximately 75-94% comprehension).



Frustration level  The discrepancy (more than 25%) between what the material demands and what 
the student brings is great.  The material is too difficult for the student to handle even with 
directed/intentional teaching. (less than approximately 75% comprehension).

It is important when assessing reading comprehension to analyze the kinds of questions missed: 
factual recognition, factual recall, justifying inferences, making inferences and justifying and 
making inferences.  Factual comprehension provides a foundational base for understanding text; 
inferential comprehension is important in higher order and critical thinking. If students have 
trouble recalling answers to factual questions, ask them to find the answer in the text  (factual 
recognition). If students are missing most or all inferential questions, instruction in this area is 
critical!


	Independent level There is a match between what the material demands and what the student brings. No teacher is necessary for the student to handle the material. (approximately 95-100% comprehension) When assessing, move to text at a higher level.
	Instructional level There is some discrepancy (25% or less) between what the material demands and what the student brings. The student can handle the material with directed, intentional teaching. (approximately 75-94% comprehension).

